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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 



Our periodic docket check indicates that to date we have not received an Office Action in 
the above-referenced application which was filed on July 13, 2001. A first status letter was sent 
on January 10, 2003 to which the United States Patent and Trademark Office promptly replied on 
January 30, 2003 indicating that a response would take more than 15 months. 
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A second status letter was then sent on August 6, 2004. However, we have not yet 
received a reply to the second status letter. The applicant inquires as to the status of the above- 
captioned appHcation. 

Please indicate when an action on the merits can be expected by completing the lower 
portion of this letter and retuming it to the applicants. A duplicate of this Third Status Letter and 
a stamped, self-addressed envelope are enclosed for your convenience. 



An action on the merits should be issued by . 

Official Action was sent on . 



Respectfully submitted. 



Date: December 9. 2004 




Paul A. Ragusa 
Patent Office Reg. No. 38,587 
Attorney for Applicant 
(212) 408-2588 
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